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SEPTEMBER 22, 2008

TO: ENVISION SAN JOSE 2040 TASK FORCE
FROM: LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF SAN JOSE/SANTA CLARA

SUBJECT: GUIDELINES FOR LANDUSE/TRANSPORTATION SCENARIOS

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF SAN JOSE/SANTA CLARA HAS
REVIEWED THE LATEST VERSION OF THE PROPOSED GUIDELINES
FROM TWO PERSPECTIVES: WE SCANNED THE RELEVANT LWV
POSITIONS FOR ITEMS THAT SHOULD BE ADDED TO THE
GUIDELINES, AND WE REVIEWED THE LANGUAGE OF THE
PROPOSED GUIDELINES FOR CONFORMANCE TO LWV POSITIONS.
THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATIONS ARE THE RESULT OF THAT
REVIEW.

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT:

LWV RECOGNIZES THAT THE GUIDELINES RELATE TO WHAT SAN
JOSE SHOULD BE IN 2040 AND NOT HOW WE GET THERE.
HOWEVER, THE “‘HOW” WILL HAVE GREAT IMPACT ON WHETHER
WE DO ACHIEVE THE CITY WE SEEK. FOR THAT REASON, WE WISH
TO EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF BENCHMARKS FOR PHASING
AND ASSESSMENT, OF INDICATORS THAT CAN BE MEASURED.

THE GUIDELINES ARE INTERDEPENDENT, CONSTITUTING A VISION
FOR THE CITY, NOT AN OPPORTUNITY TO PICK AND CHOOSE
AMONG EXPENDABLE ELEMENTS. IN EXECUTION THEY WILL POSE
CONTRADICTIONS, BUT WE SHOULD NOT LOSE SIGHT OF THEIR
INTRINSIC COLLECTIVE VALUE.

THERE ARE TENSIONS AND POTENTIAL CONFLICTS BETWEEN
VARIOUS GUIDELINES THAT MAKE THIS A COMPLEX DOCUMENT,
AND WILL MAKE IMPLEMENTING A PLAN THAT REFLECTS THEM
DIFFICULT. THE CITY MUST IDENTIFY A MEANS OF CONSIDERING
THE CONSEQUENCES OF CHANGES AND DEVIATIONS OVER TIME
AND HOW THEY IMPACT THE OVERALL PLAN FOR 2040 AND THE



CITY'S ABILITY TO REACH THE VISION AND ACHIEVE THE 2040
GOALS.

THE SCENARIO GUIDELINES:

WE RECOMMEND MOVING THE ISSUE OF FISCAL SUSTAINABILITY
TO THE TOP OF THE LIST IN A NEW SECTION A. ACHIEVING
COMPLIANCE WITH ALL THE OTHER GUIDELINES WILL DEPEND IN
LARGE PART ON THE CITY’S SUCCESS IN IMPROVING OUR FISCAL
BALANCE. WE RECOMMEND THAT THIS NEW SECTION INCLUDE
THE CURRENT ITEMS 9 (QUANTITIES AND TYPES OF LAND) AND 27
(ADEQUATE LAND FOR REVENUE GENERATING USES).

A. INTERCONNECTED CITY

WE RECOMMEND THE FOLLOWING REVISION OF ITEM 7: ENSURE
PRESERVATION AND RESTORATION OF RIPARIAN CORRIDORS....
DELETE THE WORD REINFORCE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE
SENTENCE.

C ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP
ADD TWO NEW GUIDELINES:
. ENCOURAGE ALL NEW AND RENOVATION CONSTRUCTION
TO QUALIFY AS GREEN BUILDINGS.
2. ENCOURAGE ALL SAN JOSE BUSINESSES AND INDUSTRIES TO
ADHERE TO SANTA CLARA COUNTY GREEN BUSINESS
STANDARDS.

D. HEALTHY NEIGHBORHOODS

REVISE ITEM 22 BY ADDING “TRAILS” TO THE LIST OF ITEMS
REQUIRING ACCESS: “... FACILITATES ACCESS TO PARKS,
RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES, AND TRAILS, AND...”

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS APPRECIATES THE OPPORTUNITY
TO COMMENT ON THE GUIDELINES. WE HOPE THAT THE TASK
FORCE WILL USE OUR SUGGESTIONS TO STRENGTHEN THE
DOCUMENT, EVEN THOUGH THE SHORT LIST ABOVE IS TACIT
ACKNOWLEDGMENT THAT THE DRAFT WAS ALREADY VERY CLOSE
TO ONE WE COULD SUPPORT. WE UNDERSTAND THAT, EVEN AT
THIS POINT, THE GUIDELINES REMAIN INTERIM AND SUBJECT TO
FURTHER REVISION. WE WILL CONTINUE TO OBSERVE YOUR
PROCESS AND PERHAPS MAY HAVE ADDITIONAL
RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE FUTURE.



SINCERELY,

TRIXIE JOHNSON
LIAISON TO ENVISION 2040 GENERAL PLAN UPDATE
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTER OF SAN JOSE/SANTA CLARA



